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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this Article. After pub-

lication, concerns were raised regarding the methodology

and data presented, specifically:

+ The source of primary HPMECs is incorrectly stated
as ATCC, and the cell culture conditions described in
the Methods are unsuitable for primary cells.

+ The flow cytometry assay described in the Methods
does not match the presented data.

+ The same western blot control bands are used in
Figs. 2 and 3, and in Figs. 4 and 5.

The authors have provided raw flow cytometry data,
which is inconsistent with the results presented in the
Article and contains duplication between various sam-
ples. The authors have been unable to provide full
uncropped western blot gel images for verification upon

The original article can be found online at https://doi.org/10.1186/512931-
020-01578-8.
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the Editors’ request. Additionally, the Article was simul-
taneously submitted to and published by another journal
[1, retracted]. The Editor-in-Chief therefore no longer
has confidence in the presented data and the originality
of this work.

Corresponding author Weifeng Yu has stated that they
were not aware of the submission and publication of this
Article.

All authors agree to this retraction.
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